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SUMMARY DISSOLUTION 
 

Completing Forms: 

Fillable, printable pdf versions of the Judicial Council forms contained in this packet are 
available online at https://courts.ca.gov/rules-forms/find-your-court-forms.  You can type the 
forms and print them out for filing. 

 

Self Help Resource Center: 

If you do not have an attorney representing you, free assistance is available. Please contact 
the Self-Help Resource Center, also known as the Office of the Family Law Facilitator.  The Self-
Help Resource Center will provide instructions on how to complete the forms and how to properly 
serve notice on all the necessary parties. They can answer your procedural questions and explain 
the court process but CANNOT complete your forms for you, provide legal advice, or represent you 
in court.  The Self-Help Resource Center can be reached at (559) 737-5500 and 
selfhelp@tulare.courts.ca.gov, and offices are located at: 

• County Civic Center:  221 S. Mooney Blvd., Room 203, Visalia, CA  93291 
• South County Justice Center:  300 E. Olive Ave., Porterville, CA  93257 

 

Other Resources: 

If you have further questions or concerns, you may wish to consult with an attorney or use 
the assistance of a paralegal or typing service.  You may also conduct self-research at: 

• California Courts’ Self-Help website:  https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/ 
• Tulare County Law Library:  https://tularecounty.ca.gov/lawlibrary/ 

o The Tulare County Law Library is located on the ground floor of the County Civic 
Center, and Law Library computer terminals are available in the Self-Help Resource 
Center in the South County Justice Center. 

• Sacramento County Public Law Library:  https://saclaw.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://courts.ca.gov/rules-forms/find-your-court-forms
mailto:selfhelp@tulare.courts.ca.gov
https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/
https://tularecounty.ca.gov/lawlibrary/
https://saclaw.org/
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INSTRUCTIONS 
This packet provides instructions and forms to file for a type of divorce called summary 

dissolution.  Summary dissolution is a shorter and easier way to get divorced.  There are no court 
hearings, and your divorce will be final six months after you file your documents.  In addition to 
reading these instructions, carefully read the booklet entitled Summary Dissolution Information 
(FL-810), which provides detailed information about starting and stopping the summary dissolution 
process. 

Not everyone qualifies for summary dissolution.  Before proceeding, check to ensure that 
you are eligible.  Summary dissolution is only available if:  

✓ Both spouses/domestic partners want to terminate the marriage or domestic partnership and 
can work together to complete forms. 

✓ There are no children of the marriage/domestic partnership who are minors (under age 18). 

✓ The marriage or domestic partnership is 5 years or less (from the date you married or 
registered your domestic partnership to the date of separation). 

✓ Neither spouse/domestic partner has separate assets worth more than $57,000 (not counting 
cars). 

✓ The community property is worth less than $57,000 (not counting cars). 

✓ The community debt is less than $7,000 (not counting cars). 

✓ Neither spouse/domestic partner is seeking spousal support or domestic partner support 
from the other. 

✓ You have an agreement about how community property and debts will be divided or agree 
that no property or debts exist. 

✓ Residency requirements are met:  One spouse/domestic partner must have lived in California 
for the last 6 months and in Tulare County for the last 3 months. 

Note:  There is an exception to these residency requirements for same-sex couples who 
got married in California, but now live somewhere that will not end their marriage.  These 
couples must file in the county where they were married. 

 

If you don’t qualify for summary dissolution, the regular dissolution process is available.  
Contact the Self-Help Resource Center for more information or visit the California Courts Self-
Help Guide at:  https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/divorce-california.  

 

 

 

https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/divorce-california
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STEP 1:  EXCHANGE FINANCIALS 
As part of the dissolution process, each party must exchange financial information with the 

other.  This includes disclosing separate property, community property, community debts, tax 
returns, current income and expenses, and whether there have been business or investment 
opportunities. 

• Property/debt worksheets:  The Summary Dissolution Information (FL-810) booklet 
explains what is considered separate property, community property, and community debt, 
and includes blank and sample worksheets for each of these.  Both parties should 
complete the worksheets to identify property and debts.  Once completed, provide a copy 
of each worksheet to your spouse/domestic partner. 
 

• Tax returns:  Make a copy of all tax returns you filed in the last two years and provide a copy 
to your spouse/domestic partner. 

 
• Income and Expense Declaration:  Each party must complete the Income and Expense 

Declaration (FL-150), where all expenses and debts are listed.  Current pay stubs must 
also be attached.  Once completed, provide a copy of the form (plus any attachments) to 
your spouse/domestic partner. 
 

• Business and investment opportunities:  Each party must prepare a written statement 
describing any business or investment opportunity that developed after you separated, if 
the opportunity was based on a business opportunity or investment made during the 
marriage/domestic partnership.  Once completed, provide a copy of the written statement 
to your spouse/domestic partner. 

 
• Property Settlement Agreement:  If you have community assets or debts, determine who 

will receive assets, and who will be responsible for paying off debts.  The Summary 
Dissolution Information (FL-810) booklet has a sample Property Settlement Agreement.  
Both parties must sign the agreement, which will be attached to both the Joint Petition and 
Judgment (see Step 2). 

o Note:  If you cannot agree on how to divide your property and debts, you should file 
for a regular dissolution instead. 
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STEP 2:  COMPLETE THE PETITION & JUDGMENT 
 After you’ve exchanged financial information and agree how to divide up property and 
debts, complete both the Joint Petition and Judgment: 

• Joint Petition for Summary Dissolution (FL-800): 
o If you have property or debts to divide, attach your Property Settlement 

Agreement (see Item 13). 
o If either party desires to restore their former name, indicate so at Item 15. 
o Both spouses/domestic partners must sign this form (see page 2). 

• Judgment of Dissolution and Notice of Entry of Judgment (FL-825): 
o If you have property or debts to divide, attach your Property Settlement 

Agreement. 
o Be sure to add the addresses of both spouses/domestic partners on page 2. 

 

STEP 3:  FILE THE FORMS 
Make two copies of the Joint Petition, Judgment, and all attachments.  You’ll also need to 

prepare two self-addressed envelopes, with two stamps on each envelope.  The envelopes should 
be addressed to each spouse/domestic partner.  Bring the original documents, copies, and 
envelopes  to the Clerk of Court for filing, located in Room 201 of the Visalia Courthouse, or at the 
Civil Filing windows at the South County Justice Center.  When you file your forms, the Clerk of 
Court will keep the original documents and will give you back two file-stamped copies.  Each 
spouse/domestic partner will receive one copy.   

Court filing fee:  There is a fee for filing these forms.  If you would like to apply for a fee 
waiver, request a Fee Waiver packet from the Clerk of Court.  Fees will be waived if both parties to 
the Summary Dissolution qualify. 

 

NEXT ACTION:  WAIT OR REVOKE PETITION  

The Clerk of Court will send the Joint Petition and Judgment to the judge for review and 
signature.  Once it is signed, the Clerk of Court will mail your copy to you in the self-addressed 
envelope you provided.  The effective date of your dissolution is six months plus 1 day from the 
date the Judgment is signed and will be listed on your Judgment at Item 1(a). 

Either spouse/domestic partner can stop the summary dissolution process before the 
dissolution date by filing a Notice of Revocation of Joint Petition for Summary Dissolution (FL-
830).  If this happens, and the other party still wants to be divorced, a new divorce case must be 
filed to restart the divorce process. 
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FL-830
FOR COURT USE ONLY

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF

STREET ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY AND ZIP CODE:

BRANCH NAME:

MARRIAGE OR DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP OF

Petitioner 1
Petitioner 2

CASE NUMBER:
NOTICE OF REVOCATION OF JOINT PETITION

Notice is given that the undersigned terminates the summary dissolution proceedings and revokes the Joint Petition for Summary
Dissolution (form FL-800) filed on (date):

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date:

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (SIGNATURE OF DECLARANT)

Complete this notice. Submit the original and two copies to the court clerk's office. If the effective date of the judgment has not yet
occurred, the clerk will notify you that this notice of revocation has been filed by completing the certificate below.

CLERK'S CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (For court use only)

I certify that I am not a party to this cause and that a copy of the foregoing was mailed first class, postage fully prepaid, in a sealed
envelope as shown above, and that the mailing of the foregoing and execution of this certificate occurred at
(place): California, on

Date: Clerk, by , Deputy

NOTICE

If the clerk's certificate of mailing above has been dated and signed by the clerk, this summary dissolution case is ended.
You are still married and/or domestic partners. If you still want to get divorced, you will have to file a regular divorce case
using the Petition—Marriage/Domestic Partnership (form FL-100).

Page 1 of 1

Form Adopted for Mandatory Use NOTICE OF REVOCATION OF PETITION Family Code, § 2402
Judicial Council of California www.courts.ca.gov

FL-830 [Rev. July 1, 2015] FOR SUMMARY DISSOLUTION
(Family Law -  Summary Dissolution)

Name and address of Petitioner 1 Name and address of Petitioner 2

FOR SUMMARY DISSOLUTION

ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY: STATE BAR NO:

NAME:

FIRM NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

TELEPHONE NO.: FAX NO.:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

ATTORNEY FOR (Name):
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