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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF TULARE 
www.tularesuperiorcourt.ca.gov 
559-730-5000 

 
 
 

GUARDIANSHIP OF THE PERSON PACKET 
  

Forms included in this packet: 
 

For you to read 
           FCS-308 Instructions  

GC-505 Forms You Need to Ask the Court to Appoint a Guardian of the Person 
GC-510 What is “Proof of Service” in a Guardianship? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For you to 
complete and 

file 

FCS-303 Confidential Guardianship Questionnaire 
GC-210(P) Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person 

GC-210(CA) Guardianship Petition – Child Information Attachment (1 per child) 
GC-020 Notice of Hearing – Guardianship or Conservatorship 

GC-020(P) Proof of Personal Service of Notice of Hearing-Guardianship or 
Conservatorship 

FL-105/GC-120 Declaration Under Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and 
Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) 

GC-248 Duties of Guardian 
GC-211 Consent of Proposed Guardian, Nomination of Guardian, and Consent 

to Appointment of Guardian and Waiver of Notice (1 per guardian)  
GC-212 Confidential Guardian Screening Form ( 1 per guardian) 
GC-240 Order Appointing Guardian Or Extending Guardianship of the Person 
GC-250 Letters of Guardianship 

Complete/file 
(Temporary 

Guardianship) 

GC-110(P) Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person 
GC-140 Order Appointing Temporary Guardian 
GC-150 Letters of Temporary Guardianship or Conservatorship 

File to excuse 
service 

FCS-302 Declaration of Due Diligence 
GC-021 Order Dispensing with Notice 

Serve blank on 
child’s parents 

ICWA-020 Parental Notification of Indian Status 

For your 
information 

FCS-306 List of Addresses of State and Local Agencies for Notice Purposes 
 

 

http://www.tularesuperiorcourt.ca.gov/
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SELF HELP RESOURCE CENTER 
 

If you are filing for a guardianship and do not have an attorney representing you, free 
assistance is available. Please contact: 

 
Superior Court of California, County of Tulare 

  SELF-HELP RESOURCE CENTER 
(559) 737-5500 

 
3400 W. Mineral King, Suite C, Visalia CA 93291 OR 

300 E. Olive (South County Justice Center), Porterville, CA 93257 
 

NOTE: This packet is to be used to file for Guardianship of the Person exclusively. If 
you want to ask the Court for Guardianship of the Estate in addition to, or instead of 
Guardianship of the Person, please ask the Court Clerk for the form packet for 
Guardianship of the Estate.  If the child is or may be an Indian child, please ask the 
clerk for the ICWA packet, which contains additional forms you will need. 
 
The Self-Help Resource Center (also known as the Family Law Facilitator) will provide 
instructions on how to complete the forms and how to properly notice all the necessary 
parties. They can answer your procedural questions and explain the court process. The 
Self-Help Resource Center will NOT represent you in court. Please call for an 
appointment.  

 
The Self-Help Resource Center offers Guardianship workshops on how to complete 
paperwork for a guardianship. Contact them at (559) 737-5500 to reserve space in the 
class.  The Self-Help Resource Center also provides the Guardianship Orientation class, 
twice per month, which all proposed guardians MUST attend. At the Orientation class, 
proposed guardians will receive a Live Scan form in order to obtain mandatory 
fingerprinting. Contact them at (559) 737-5500 to reserve space in the Orientation. 
 
Please read and complete all applicable forms thoroughly and follow all of the 
required procedures – failure to do so may result in the Court delaying or denying your 
request. If you have further questions or concerns regarding guardianships, you may 
wish to consult with an attorney, use the assistance of a paralegal or typing service, or 
do self-research at the Tulare County Law Library (on the ground floor of the Visalia 
Courthouse, with Law Library computer terminals also available in the Self-Help 
Resource Center in the Porterville courthouse) or on the California Courts’ Self-Help 
website at www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/family/guardianship (select the Spanish icon 
at the right of the webpage for information in Spanish) prior to beginning your case.   
 

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/family/guardianship
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   COMPLETE REQUIRED FORMS FOR FILING 
 

Type or neatly hand print all of the required forms in blue or black ink. Forms are 
also available in fillable .pdf format on the Court’s website at 
www.courts.ca.gov/forms (select the Category Probate–Guardianships and 
Conservatorships). 
 
A list of required forms is included on the front of this packet. Forms You Need to 
Ask the Court to Appoint a Guardian of the Person (Form GC-505), included, lists all 
required Judicial Council forms as well. This court also requires the following forms:  
 

1. Consent of Proposed Guardian, Nomination of Guardian, Consent to 
Appointment of Guardian and Waiver of Notice (GC-211) 
 
• Consent to Guardianship: Each guardian signs a separate Consent of 

Proposed Guardian.  
 

• Nomination:  The minor’s parents, grandparents, or the minor or the 
minor’s siblings (if at least 12 years of age) can sign the Nomination of 
Guardian portion of this form nominating you as guardian. The Court 
will give weight to this nomination in determining whether the 
guardianship is in the minor’s best interest. 
 

• Consent and Waiver: The minor or minor’s parents, grandparents, or 
the minor’s siblings (if at least 12 years of age) can sign this portion of 
the form. Anyone who signs this section need not be served with the 
guardianship paperwork.    
 

2. Confidential Guardian Screening Form (GC-212) - Each proposed 
guardian must complete and file a separate form. These forms are filed 
confidentially to protect your privacy.   
 

3. Confidential Guardianship Questionnaire (FCS-303) – Each proposed 
guardian must complete and file a separate form. These forms are filed 
confidentially to protect your privacy.  
 

If you are petitioning for temporary guardianship: 
 

• You must complete all of the previously-listed forms, plus the Petition for 
Appointment of Temporary Guardian (GC-110). Temporary Guardianship 
will only be granted if there is an immediate need, such as imminent 
physical danger to the child.  You must also prepare the Order Appointing 

STEP 1 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms
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Temporary Guardian (GC-140) and Letters of Temporary Guardianship (GC  -
150) to submit to the Court Clerk with your paperwork in case the judge 
grants your temporary order prior to the hearing. 
 

  FILE COMPLETED FORMS AND PAY FEES 
 

1. Return the original and two photocopies of all forms to the Visalia Courthouse, 
Clerk of the Court (Rm 201) located at 221 S. Mooney Blvd, Room 201, Visalia, CA 
93291 OR the South County Justice Center, Court Clerk’s window located at 300 
E. Olive Ave, Porterville, CA 93257.  

 
2. Pay filing fee:  $225.00 for guardianship of the person only. If your petition is 

referred to Family Court Services for an investigation, you may have to pay an 
investigation fee of $550.00. If you cannot pay the filing fee or investigation fee, 
ask for a Request to Waive Court Fees (Ward or Conservatee) (FW-001-GC) and 
Order on Court Fee Waiver (Superior Court) (Ward or Conservatee) (FW-003-GC).  

   
3. The Court Clerk will file the forms and return your filed copies, except for the Order 

and Letters, which will be kept in the file until your court date and which require 
a Judge’s signature before they can be filed. 

   
4. One of your copies will be for your records. You can use this to make copies to 

provide to each person to whom you must give notice.  (see Step 5 – Give Notice 
of Hearing).  
 

5. Investigator’s Copy: On the same day you file with the Clerk’s Office:   
a. In Visalia: Deliver one copy of all filed forms to Family Court Services in 

the Visalia Courthouse, Room 203.   
 

b. In Porterville: When you file your papers with the Court Clerk at the South 
County Justice Center, the clerk will keep one set of your forms to be 
delivered to Family Court Services.  
 

  COURT REVIEWS DOCUMENTS 
 

1. At the court hearing, the Court will determine whether an investigation is 
necessary or will be waived, and will also determine who will conduct any 
investigation.  Relative guardianship petitions are investigated by Family Court 
Services and non-relative petitions are investigated by Child Welfare Services. 
Requests for temporary guardianship or other temporary orders will also be 
reviewed and either granted or denied. 
 

STEP 2 

STEP 3
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  SIGN UP FOR GUARDIANSHIP ORIENTATION CLASS 
 

1. Each proposed guardian is required to attend the Guardianship Orientation 
Class, which is offered twice per month at the Self-Help Resource Center. Call the 
Self-Help Resource Center/Family Law Facilitator’s Office at (559) 737-5500, ext. 
7108, to sign up for class.   
 

a. Certificate of Completion – You will receive this at the end of the 
Orientation class. You will sign and, you must file the original and two 
copies of this certificate with the Court Clerk no later than 5 days before 
the scheduled court hearing. In Visalia, you will deliver one filed-stamped 
copy to Family Court Services in Room 203 of the Courthouse. In 
Porterville, the Court Clerk will retain one copy and send it to Family 
Court Services for you.  
 

b. Fingerprinting: 
 

o Authorization: At the Guardianship Orientation, each proposed 
guardian will receive and sign and Authorization for Fingerprinting 
(FCS-602) and will receive instructions on how to complete the 
Live Scan fingerprinting process. Each proposed guardian and 
each household member over the age of 18 must complete and 
sign an Authorization Form and submit to Live Scan fingerprinting. 
Additional Authorization forms are available at the Self-Help 
Resource Center. 
  

o Live Scan: The completed Authorization form shall be exchanged 
for a Live Scan form (FCS-606) at the Self-Help Resource Center in 
Visalia or Porterville. Each person being fingerprinted must take 
their completed Live Scan form to the Sheriff’s Office in Visalia or 
Porterville and pay the $46 fee for Live Scan fingerprinting (fee is 
subject to change without notice). The Live Scan operator will 
write a report number on the form. Take or mail a copy of this 
form to Family Court Services in Room 203 at the Visalia 
Courthouse, or to the Court Clerk at the South County Justice 
Center.     
 
NOTE:  Letters of Guardianship cannot be issued until each 
proposed Guardian has completed the orientation program and 
filed the Certificate of Completion, and the proposed guardian(s) 
and all other household members over 18 have completed the 
fingerprinting process. 

STEP 4 
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   GIVE NOTICE OF HEARING 
    

1. Temporary Guardianship. At least 5 court days before hearing, copies of the 
Petition for Temporary Guardianship and Notice of Hearing must be personally 
served on both parents and the minor (if 12 or older) and a proof of service filed 
with the Court Clerk.  
 

2. Permanent Guardianship. At least 15 days before the hearing:   
 

• Personal Service: Copies of the Petition and Notice of Hearing must be 
personally served on the parents and proposed minor (if 12 or older).    
 

• Personal or Mail Service: Copies of the Petition and Notice of Hearing 
must be served personally or by mail on the grandparents, siblings and 
half siblings of the minor (if 12 years old or older), and on Child Welfare 
Services at: 
 

Tulare County Health and Human Services 
Attention: Child Welfare Services 
3500 W. Mineral King, Suite A 
Visalia CA 93291 

 
• Mail Service: Copies of the Petition and Notice of Hearing must be served 

by mail on additional agencies depending on the circumstances of the 
individual case.  To determine who else must be served, please refer to 
the form “Addresses of State and Local Agencies for Services for Purposes 
of Probate Guardianship and Conservatorship” at the end of this packet.  

 
3. See Form GC-510  - What is “Proof of Service” in a Guardianship? (in this packet) 

for further instruction on notice requirements.  REMEMBER: the notice must be 
served in person or by mail, as required, by someone over 18 years of age. That 
person can be anyone other than you or any of the parties who must be served 
in this case. Anyone who signs the Consent and Waiver of Service (GC-211) 
need not be served.  
 

4. If you are unable to locate any of the people you are required to serve: 
 

a. You must fill out and file a Declaration of Due Diligence (FCS-302) in 
Support of a Request for Order Dispensing with Notice (GC-021) for each 
person you are unable to serve. On that Declaration, you must show that 
you have tried at least three different ways to get in touch with them. 

STEP 5 
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Options for conducting this search are listed in the Declaration of Due 
Diligence.  

 
b. You must also fill out and give the Court Clerk an Order Dispensing with 

Notice (GC-021) for each person you were unable to serve. If the Judge 
decides that you do not need to notify that person based on the 
information in your Declaration, the Order will be signed and filed.  
 

REMEMBER:   
 

If you do not have proof that all the required people have been properly served, your 
matter will not go forward. It will be continued to another court date until you can 
show the Court that proper service has been completed.  

 
The Notice of Hearing and Original Proof of Service (on the back of Notice) to all 
parties must be filed with the Clerk at least five (5) days prior to the court hearing. 

 
   INVESTIGATION  
 

1. If your petition is referred to Family Court Services for an investigation, the Court 
Investigator will gather information and complete a report and recommendation 
for the court, which will be filed prior to the hearing. Guardianship Reports must 
not be distributed to any person except those who have received it from the 
Court pursuant to Probate Code Section 1513(d). 

 
2. The Court may determine that you will be assessed fees for the Court 

Investigator’s investigation ($550.00). Those court fees are separate from the 
initial filing fees, but are covered by the same fee waiver if you received one at 
the time you filed your petition. 

 
   THE COURT HEARING  
 

1. Prior to your hearing, the Court Document Examiner will review your file to be 
sure all the notices have been properly served and that all the necessary 
paperwork is in the file.  If necessary paperwork is missing, the Court will order it 
be provided before the guardianship can be granted.  
 

2. On the day of the hearing you must appear as directed. Make sure you have 
provided your prepared Order Appointing Guardian and Letters of Guardianship 
or Order Appointing Temporary Guardian and Letters of Temporary Guardianship 
to the Court Clerk in advance of your hearing. If the guardianship is granted, the 
Judge will sign the Order and it will be filed with the Court Clerk.   

STEP 6 

STEP 7 
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3. If your hearing is continued and you have an Order of Temporary Guardianship, 

the Court may reissue your temporary order. 
 

4. You can pick up your copy of the signed and filed Order and Letters at the Court 
Clerk’s office.    

 
5. You may want to request certified Letters of Guardianship. The cost is $25.00 plus 

$.50 per page for each set issued (cost subject to change without notice). This cost 
is covered by the Fee Waiver, if you received one, for up to 60 days after the date 
of filing of the Order Appointing Guardian. 

 
   REQUIREMENTS AFTER THE GUARDIANSHIP IS GRANTED 
            

1. A Confidential Guardianship Status Report (GC-251) must be filed for each child 
each year by the anniversary date the Letters of Guardianship were issued. If the 
minor is school age, you must attach copies of the report cards. Family Court 
Services will send the Guardian(s) a Cover Letter and Blank Status Report form 
approximately 6 weeks prior to the due date. You must inform the Court and 
Family Court Services of your current address so that you receive this form. If it is 
not filed, the Court may set a hearing to find out why the Status Report was not 
filed and the Court may terminate the guardianship for noncompliance.  

 
2. A review may be conducted each year after the issuance of the Letters of 

Guardianship.  Assignment of case reviews are made at the discretion of the Court. 
 
3. After any Letters of Guardianship are issued, you must file a Pre-Move Notice of 

Change of Personal Residence of Ward (GC-079) and a Post-Move Notice of Change 
of Personal Residence of Ward (GC-080) with the Court Clerk each time you change 
the address of the minor(s). You must also provide a copy of these forms to Family 
Court Services. In addition, if you change your address, you must file a Notice of 
Change of Address or Other Contact Information (MC-040), with a copy to Family 
Court Services, to ensure that you receive any notices from the Court.  
 

4. After the Court has appointed you as Guardian, you CANNOT give the child back 
to a parent(s) or any other person without returning to the Court to terminate the 
guardianship. The Self-Help Resource Center can help you with this process. 

 
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH PROVISIONS OF THE PROBATE CODE REGARDING 
GUARDIANSHIPS MAY RESULT IN FINES AND/OR REMOVAL OF THE GUARDIAN(S). THIS 
FORM IS NOT INTENDED TO BE A COMPLETE STATEMENT OF ALL OF YOUR LEGAL 
RESPONSIBILITIES, AND IS NOT INTENDED TO SUBSTITUTE FOR LEGAL ADVICE. 

STEP 8 
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Rev. January 1, 2022, Mandatory Form  
Probate Code, §§ 1449, 1459.5, 1510;
Cal. Rules of Court, rule 7.1015

Child Information Attachment to 
Probate Guardianship Petition

GC-210(CA), Page 1 of 4 

GC-210(CA) Child Information Attachment to 
Probate Guardianship Petition

Case Number:

Guardianship of (all children’s names):

This child’s name:

Fill out a separate copy of this form for each child for whom your petition asks the court to appoint a guardian.

This form is attached to the Petition,                                                      orform GC-210, item 2, form GC-210(P), item 8.

The petition asks the court to appoint a guardian of this child’s (specify): person estate person and estate.

1 

Tell the court about this child

a. Child’s full legal name:
First Middle Last

Date of birth:
mm/dd/yyyy

b. Child’s current address:

c. Indian child inquiry (Complete only if your petition asks the court to appoint a guardian of this child’s person or 
person and estate. If your petition asks the court to appoint a guardian of this child’s estate only, skip this item 
and go to item 1d.)

I have asked whether the child is or may be a member of one or more Indian tribes recognized by the federal 
government, or eligible for membership in such a tribe and the biological child of a tribal member, and 
whether the child or parents live or are domiciled on a reservation or rancheria or in an Alaskan Native 

village. Form ICWA-010(A), Indian Child Inquiry Attachment, is attached to this form.

I have not asked about the child’s Indian heritage because the parents are unavailable or deceased.

(For more information about your duties under the federal Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) 
(25 U.S.C. §§ 1901–1963) and California law, including making the inquiry and completing form ICWA-010(A) 
if the child is or may be an Indian child, see Information Sheet on Indian Child Inquiry Attachment and Notice 
of Child Custody Proceeding for Indian Child (form ICWA-005-INFO).)

d. Is this child married? Yes No Never married If you checked “No,” was this child married
in the past but the marriage was dissolved or ended in divorce? Yes No
(The court cannot appoint a guardian of the person for a minor child who is married or whose marriage was 
dissolved or ended in divorce.)

e. Is this child receiving public benefits? Yes No I don’t know (If you checked “Yes,” fill in below.)

Type of Aid Monthly Benefit Type of Aid Monthly Benefit

TANF (Temporary Asst. for Needy Families) $ Other(explain): $
Social Security $ Other(explain): $
Dept. Veterans Affairs Benefits $

f. Name and address of the person with legal custody of this child:

g. (Check this box and fill out below if the person the child lives with is not the person in f. with legal custody.) 

Name and address of the person this child lives with (who takes care of the child):

www.courts.ca.gov 



Rev. January 1, 2022 Child Information Attachment to 
Probate Guardianship Petition

Guardianship of (all children’s names): Case Number:

This child’s name:

1 Tell the court about this child (continued)

h. (Check this box if this child has been involved in an adoption, juvenile court, marriage dissolution (divorce), 
domestic relations, child custody, or other similar court case.) Describe the court case below:

Type of Case Court District or County and State or Tribe Case Number (if known)

i. (Check this box if this child is in or on leave from an institution supervised by the California Department of 

Developmental Services or the California Department of State Hospitals.) Write the name of the institution 
here:

2 List the names and addresses of this child’s relatives and all other persons shown below: 

Relationship Name Home Address (Street, City, State, Zip) 

Mother

Father

Grandmother 

(Mother’s mother) 

Grandfather 

(Mother’s father) 

Grandmother 

(Father’s mother) 

Grandfather 

(Father’s father) 

Sibling

Sibling

Sibling

Sibling

Sibling

Sibling

Sibling

(Check here if this child has additional relatives, including parents, grandparents, siblings, or half-siblings, and 
list their names and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Write “Form GC-210(CA),” the name of this child, 
and “Item 2: Other Relatives” at the top of the paper and attach it to this form.)

GC-210(CA), Page 2 of 4 
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Probate Guardianship Petition

Guardianship of (all children’s names): Case Number:

This child’s name:

2 List the names and addresses of this child’s relatives and all other persons shown below: 

Relationship Name Home Address (Street, City, State, Zip) 

Spouse
(Guardianship of the estate only) 

Person nominated 
as guardian of this child (if someone other than a proposed 
guardian named in      )3  

Indian custodian 
(if any)

Child’s tribe 
(if any and if known)

(Check here if there is more than one tribe that the child may be eligible for membership in, and list the names 
and addresses on a separate sheet of paper. Write “Form GC-210(CA),” the name of the child, and 
“Attachment 2: Child’s tribes” at the top of the paper and attach it to this form.)

3 Information about the proposed guardian:

a. Name (name all proposed guardians if more than one):

b. Relationship(s) to the child named in (check all that apply):1  

Relative (specify relationship(s) to the child of each proposed relative guardian):

Not a relative (explain interest in or connection to this child):

c. Did the child’s parent(s) nominate the proposed guardian(s)? Yes No I don’t know
(If you checked “Yes,” attach the written nomination as Attachment 3c.)

d. Does this child currently live with the proposed guardian(s)? Yes No I don’t know
If “Yes,” how long has the child lived with the proposed guardian(s)? (years, months):

e. If the court approves the guardianship, will this child live with the proposed guardian(s)? Yes No

f. Does/do the proposed guardian(s) currently plan to adopt this child? Yes No I don’t know

4 Explain why appointing a guardian for the child named in       would be in the child’s best interest:1  

(Check here if you need more space. Continue your explanation on a separate sheet of paper. Write “Form 

GC-210(CA),” the name of this child, and “Attachment 4: Guardianship—Best Interest of Child” at the top of 
the paper and attach it to this form.)

GC-210(CA), Page 3 of 4 
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GC-210(CA), Page 4 of 4 

Guardianship of (all children’s names): Case Number:

This child’s name:

5 Explain why appointing the person named in       to be this child’s guardian would be in the child’s best interest:3  

(Check here if you need more space. Continue your explanation on a separate sheet of paper. Write “Form 

GC-210(CA),” the name of this child, and “Attachment 5: Proposed Guardian—Best Interest of Child” at the 
top of the paper and attach it to this form.)

6 a. Does one or do both of this child’s parents agree:

(1) That the court needs to appoint a guardian for the child? 

Parent (name): Yes No I don’t know

Parent (name): Yes No I don’t know

(2) That the person named in       should be the child’s guardian? 3 

Parent (name): Yes No I don’t know

Parent (name): Yes No I don’t know

b. If the child is an Indian child and in the care and custody of an Indian custodian, does the Indian custodian agree:  

(1) That the court needs to appoint a guardian for the child?
Custodian (name): Yes No I don’t know

(2) That the person named in       should be the child’s guardian? 3 

Custodian (name): Yes No I don’t know

7 Check this box if you (the petitioner) are not the person named in      , and fill in below. 3 

Your relationship to this child:

Relative (specify relationship): 

Not a relative (explain your interest in or connection to this child):

8 Except as otherwise stated in this form, the statements made in the petition to which this form is attached fully 

apply to this child.
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